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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBINSON
FANS, INC. AND ITS 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
today | recognize Robinson Fans, Inc. and its
celebration of 125 years as a solely owned
family business. Small businesses like Robin-
son Fans, Inc. are important to both the econ-
omy and the community of Pennsylvania’s
third district. This year, the occasion of its
125th Anniversary, is an appropriate time to
celebrate the hard work and outstanding
achievements of this small business.

Robinson Fans, Inc.,  founded in
Monongahela, Pennsylvania in 1892, has
been operating in the town of Zelienople,
Pennsylvania for over a century. This business
has helped power locomotives, allowed com-
modity giants to dig the world’s deepest
mines, and employed numerous members of
the community throughout the years. It has
enhanced both the community and the econ-
omy, providing jobs and economic opportunity
for generations of Pennsylvanians.

Robinson Fans has been victorious through
some of America’s worst hardships, including
the Great Depression and several recessions,
an economic feat of enormous scale. It has
survived and thrived through multiple genera-
tions with new management and operation
tactics that kept the business successful. Rob-
inson Fans is now on its sixth generation. This
is a remarkable accomplishment, considering
most companies do not last beyond 20 years
and only 3 percent of family-owned busi-
nesses make it to the fourth generation, ac-
cording to the Family Business Institute.

As a supporter of small businesses like
Robinson Fans, | am proud of its efforts and
achievements in both the community and the
economy. | am sure all my colleagues join me
in applauding the valiant efforts of this busi-
ness and other small businesses that continue
to offer economic opportunity to our constitu-
ents and make our country a better place.

—————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 12, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, | rise to
speak on House consideration of the National

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2018.

| thank Chairman THORNBERRY and Ranking
Member SMITH and the Armed Services Com-
mittee for their work on the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018.

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Judiciary, |
take our role in Congress as stewards of our
nation’s security seriously.

| offer my thanks and appreciation to the
men and women of the armed services who
place themselves in harm’s way each day for
the safety and security of our nation’s people.

The National Defense Authorization Act's
purpose is to address the threats our nation
faces not just today, but into the future. This
makes our work vital to our national interest
and it should reflect our strong commitment to
ensure that the men and women of our Armed
Services receive the benefits and support that
they deserve for their faithful service.

This bill encompasses a number of initia-
tives designed to confront the military chal-
lenges posed by violent extremism, terrorists
engaging in ground wars, making more effi-
cient the work of protecting America, address-
es defense of our nation’s computing networks
and infrastructure, the medical health needs of
men and women in the armed services, and
extends economic and education opportunity
to small minority and women owned busi-
nesses.

We live in a dangerous world, where threats
are not always easily identified, and our en-
emies are not bound by borders.

Russia’s aggression towards the United
States has long been understood, but in 2016
the stakes were raised in terms of how far
they would go to harm our nation and Demo-
cratic institutions when they interfered in our
national election.

Since September 11, 2001, we have kept a
steadfast commitment to ending the threat of
global terror.

Boko Haram, ISIL, and Al Shabaab remind
us of how fragile our nation’s security could be
without a well trained and equipped military.

The introduction of cyber offensive actions
against the United States and our interest has
altered the definition of war and with it our un-
derstanding about what is needed to combat a
unique type of enemy that fights under no flag,
for any nation, and can cause harm to com-
puting networks.

| appreciate the House Armed Services
Committee’s continued support of our national
defense and support a number of provisions in
H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018, such as authori-
ties that support ongoing operations.

The amendments offered to this bill offered
opportunities to address these and other Ad-
ministration concerns that will improve the bill.

Let me discuss briefly the amendments | of-
fered that were adopted by the House and in-
cluded in the final version of the bill.

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 56 calls for
increased collaboration with NIH to combat
Triple Negative Breast Cancer and provides
$10 million in appropriations.

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 76 dlrects
the Department of Defense to prepare contin-
gency plans to assist relief organizations in
delivering humanitarian aid in South Sudan
and to deescalate conflict.

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 83 directs
the Secretary of Defense to prepare against
deployment of North Korean nuclear ICBMs to
prevent damage or destruction of satellites
critical to U.S. national defense and global
communications.

These Jackson Lee Amendments are
straightforward, and make improvements to
the bill.

There were 14 additional Jackson Lee
Amendments that were not included in the
Rule for consideration of the Fiscal Year 2018
National Defense Authorization Act.

The Jackson Lee Amendments to H.R. 2810
are in four categories:

1. National Security Amendments that pro-
tect and promote national security, national
defense and U.S. foreign policy interests;

2. Counterespionage and Deterrence
Amendments that uphold the interests of
American citizens at home and abroad.

3. Healthcare, technology and know-how,
and Opportunities for Women Amendments
that promote advances in PTSD and Triple-
Negative Breast Cancer Research and Profes-
sional Development and Business opportuni-
ties for women.

4. Cybersecurity Amendments that support
the work of the DOD to ensure defense of our
nation against cyberattacks.

| have submitted six amendments that pro-
tect and promote national security, national
defense or U.S. foreign policy interests:

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 175 author-
izes the Secretary of Defense to provide tech-
nical assistance by U.S. military women to
military women abroad combating terrorism,
human and narcotics trafficking and their im-
pact on women and girls.

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 166 con-
demns the actions of Boko Haram and directs
the Secretary of Defense to provide technical
assistance to Nigeria in establishing a central
missing persons’ database and a Victims Re-
lief Fund.

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 187 ex-
presses Sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Military Education and Training
(IMET) program is an important U.S. foreign
policy and national defense instrument of
value and asks Secretary of Defense to make
maximum use of it.

4. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 184 directs
Secretary of State to inform Congress of the
feasibility of providing training, equipment and
logistics to improve air traffic control systems
in African countries where U.S. military oper-
ations require it.

5. The Jackson Lee Amendments No. 76
and No. 83 that were accepted by the Rules
Committee and are under consideration by the
House addressed the humanitarian crisis in
South Sudan, and North Korea’s Interconti-
nental Ballistic Missile Program.

These six Jackson Lee amendments would
have enhanced the effectiveness of the NDAA
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